LET THEM BOTH GROW UNTIL THE HARVEST

 

Jesus told the parable of the Wheat and the Weeds to teach us that creation is good but infested with the evil actions of the devil; today good co-exists with evil and the most justified approach to it is to tolerate those whose ways of life are opposed to our belief system until the day of reckoning.  In essence Jesus wants to teach us to put up with our fellows in spite of their ethnic background, creed, affinity, sexual orientation, profession and moral.  

 

            In this parable, one wonders why the master decides to wait until the time of harvest before the weeds can carefully be uprooted from the Vineyard.  We all know how easily the weak can be influenced by the presence of evil if allowed to live together.  As a matter of fact, God has a great lesson to teach us; he wants to tell us here that it is not easy to distinguish between good and bad people.  We cannot uproot the weeds from the wheat safely without doing some harm to the wheat.  At the stage in question, both the Wheat and Weeds share some resemblance and will be difficult to distinguish one from the other.  But if you leave them till the time of harvest, their fruits will distinguish them.  Then they can safely be separated, one from the other.  Let us not therefore be dismayed that the presence of evil may influence the weak ones among us, if they can use the wisdom and grace God has given them, they will truly feel the impact of the presence of evils but will not be overcome by them. 

 

From Jesus’ explanations we learn that the world is made up of good and bad people.  The field is the world, the good seeds are the children of the kingdom, and the weeds are the children of the evil one (verse 38).  All of us have right to live because God allows his sun to rise on the bad and the good, and causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust (Matt 6:45).  As such we are to put up with all humans without discriminations or antagonisms.  This further means that we should be careful about evil presence in the world.  Evil will not force itself on us unless we invite it.  The All-knowing God whose mastery over all things makes him lenient to all (Wisdom 12:16) needs not be vengeful and quick to punish.  He can afford to let his enemies live, for they can never prevail, and given time, might repent. 

 

          Jesus in his wisdom wants us to take this line of approach because he believes that humans are dynamic, they are likely to change and repent.  It is not any wonder why he says that “some who are first will be last and some who are last will be first” (Luke 13:30).  The Christian who proves good today may fall tomorrow as has always been the case, and the one who proves bad today can repent tomorrow.  This is why Jesus tells us to wait till the day of reckoning.  So he looks forward to the repentance of the sinner; he “does not drive any pleasure from the death of the wicked but rejoices when he turns from his evil way to live” (Ezekiel 18:23).

 

Again, Jesus wants us to suspend judgment in our dealings with those we call sinners because we can be deceived by appearances.  What we call bad may not be intrinsically bad.  In our judgment we tend to be subjective, and as such can make mistakes.  This is why he said that the servants should not uproot the weeds because they can be deceived by appearances and destroy the good with the bad ones.  As humans we see appearances and not the disaster that follows our actions.   For instance, in divorce, beclouded by hatred for the other, husband and wife only see what they are going to enjoy when they get rid of each other, the husband does not consider the emotional trauma his disservice is going to cause to the children, and the wife considers only the ‘money for child support’ but not the inconveniences of raising the children alone.  The truth may be learned only when it is too late.  This is why Jesus is teaching us to tolerate one another in the world, good and bad until the day of reckoning when by the fruits of each one we know who is to be punished or rewarded.

 

            In this way, it becomes a message for overzealous believers who would want the Church to get rid of all bad people from the Church.  God wants us to learn to be tolerant.  He is always positive in his outlook.  One of the modern day problems is that what we hate we want it to be removed here and now.  We have no stamina for tolerance.   As faithful servants of the wise and merciful God, let us heed the command of the master: “let both of them grow together until the harvest” (verse 30), and let our acknowledgment of the presence of evil in the world deepen our gratitude for the mercy of God and turn us away from self-destructive behaviors.  Let it help us to show some sense of pity to sinners with the hope that by living and letting sinners live, the sinner may be converted by the good works we do as faithful children of God. 

            

