GO FOR THE HIDDEN TREASURE

The gospel gives us two parables about hidden treasures a person discovers and sells all he has to possess them.  The parables do not tell us what is unique about these treasures that make this person sell all he has to possess them.  But when we look at it from the point of view of the kingdom of God to which it is likened, we see the treasure as the unfolding reign of God which is yet to be found many Christians.
The reign of God which is likened to a treasure buried in a field, or fine pearls of great price is something which is capable of leading us to heaven, or to enjoy the grace God gives us in the church.  It is the reign of God for which prophets and kings were appointed to bring about in the society but they failed.  It is the reign which brought victory to the Israelites over their neighboring Nations and made them a nation that was feared by all.  The reign of God is the highest good anyone can think about.  Where it exists, evil is absent.  It makes a person modest and impeccable, builds the happiest family and the most peaceful society where it is recognized and established. As a matter of fact, Jesus came to establish this treasure – reign of God.  This is why when he sent out his disciples, he told them “tell them that the reign of God is at hand” (Mk 1:15).  According to the passage this treasure has two distinctive marks – treasure worthy of possessing and which is to be possessed at the expense of something.

For this reign to be possessed, you have to give up something.  Is it any wonder why Jesus said “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it” (Mt 10:37,39).The reign of God exists where the commandments are obeyed.  Whatever therefore you give up to obey the commandments becomes the prize – self denial, sacrifice, abstinence, chastity, corporal work of mercy, continence, charity, humility, forgiveness, pilgrimages and retreats, etc.  It includes breaking with bad traits through repentance and using the virtue of obedience to step down the reign of the Lord.  This way you will enjoy worldly treasures in the most appropriate manner, peaceful society and righteous Nation.
Today the reign of God is still under attack by evil powers.  There are so many ideologies and rules that are opposed to the reign of Christ.  So it is partly hidden because it is not yet accepted by all.  Unfortunately many people spend fortune to possess the transient treasures while much effort is not made to possess the treasures of the kingdom which is the reign of God in the family, society and Nation.
Solomon in the first reading is a good example of a child of God who knows how to choose the reign of God in his life.  As a newly appointed king he had many needs - wealth, security, victory over his enemies, oil deposit, obedience of his subjects, long life and prosperity to cherish.  But when God demanded him to ask for one thing, he asked for wisdom from God.  He knew that to have the reign of God through wisdom is to have all things.  And this is what he got as we can see in the response God gave him: “Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you.  I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king shall compare with you (Kings 3:11-13).  He was thus blessed because he sought first the kingdom of God (Mathew 6:33).
God needs unreserved obedience.  The truth is that many of us are hereditary Christians.  The faith we profess is not personally our own – it is that of either our family or school.  A faith gotten in this fashion is easily considered a second hand treasure.   What Jesus is saying is that for us to enjoy this treasure, we have to involve ourselves through personal decisions and commitments.  He expects a single minded commitment from each one of us.  
So today, the church is asking us to look around us for any part of our life where the reign of God is yet absent – social, moral, political and economic and subject it to His reign.   In this way we will not only achieve satisfaction but fulfillment.

