GIVE THEM SOMETHING TO EAT
 
            Galilee was a small part of the country, and there were people from many small towns who heard about Jesus and flocked to hear him speak.  Jesus was filled with grief over the news about the death of John the Baptist, his cousin, and like many of us in our time of grief, he needed to rest and be alone with his thoughts.  The crowd saw where he was heading and followed him by land from many villages.
 
            Filled with compassion and pity for these people, Jesus abandoned his rest and set out to heal their sick.  When his disciples suggested that the people be dismissed to go into the villages and buy food for themselves, Jesus asked the disciples to give them something to eat.  These disciples at first represent some Christians who believe that there is nothing that can be done to help those in need except to ask them to go and work for their living.  This is why they responded without a second thought to the plight of these people.  Some of us behave that way.  We blame beggars and attribute their situation to laziness, and fail to help them.  A selfish person acts before he thinks but a generous person believes there is a way out to every situation.  How would you and I respond to a similar situation?
  
What is prominent in the gospel is the compassion of Jesus for the people and the generosity of the disciples who provided the five barley loaves and three fish to alleviate the problem of hunger.  They did not keep the loaves and fish to themselves with the pretext that they were not much but disclosed them to Jesus.  It takes but compassion to do what Jesus did.  We need compassion and willingness to share what we have with the other.  Compassion is the key that brings about miracles.  Here Jesus wants to teach us that miracle is possible when we have compassion for the one in need.  It was compassion for the unfortunate couple whose wine ran out that led Mary make the request that made Jesus change water into wine (John 2:1ff).  Compassion is putting oneself into the position of the other and trying to see things the way the other person sees them.  Compassion made Jesus to know that the people are hungry and may not make it safely to the village if allowed to go and buy food themselves.
 
The Good News today is that if we have compassion, we can pull our resources together – money, clothing, food items, goodwill and multiple foods to feed the many less privileged, the indigents and homeless, refugees and drug addicts in our towns and societies.  It takes faith to believe that something can be done to alleviate the problem of these less privileged ones.  But for those who lack faith, there is nothing that can be done; all hope is lost.  Faith believes that something can be done; all hope is not lost because if we cannot see what is done, we can do what can be seen.  Give them something, Jesus said, because with goodwill and compassion we can do something.  The Lord of the Bread is here with us.  He can use our goodwill to bring about many miracles for our wellbeing.
 
So, if we believe we can pool our resources together, we will multiply food for the needy.  A miracle is not God working for us but God working with us.  As imitators of Christ, we are not to dwell in grief and fall prey to self-pity over our illness, misfortune, poverty, suffering or even death of a loved one.  We are to rise up and do something to feed and to feed others. Today let us ask Jesus to give us his spirit of compassion so that we can be sensitive and responsive to the needs of people around us as he was.
 
 
 

