JESUS WALKING ON THE SEA
 
In today’s gospel the disciples were off rowing in the chaos of a storm on the lake.  Jesus was not with them.  Having fed the multitudes in the previous chapter of Matthew, Jesus had withdrawn for a time of prayer and solitude.  The boat’s rocking and rolling, water is crashing over the sides, thunder and lightening flashing in the sky, the wind is roaring – certainly they are, as the scripture describes, “terrified”!  Here the disciples did not do any thing wrong to be punished by the storm waves.  It came of its own accord because the Sea of Galilee, about 8 miles wide and with mountains at the West, was always tempestuous, and those using it were at risk of losing their lives.  The winds coming off the mountains could produce violent storms in a matter of minutes.
            In this experience, God wants us to learn what it means to be in the world; that life is full of adventures, accidents and harsh experiences.  The world is not a safe place.  As such our lives are always in danger - terrorist attacks, tornados, earthquakes, political upheavals, hunger, sickness and death to mention but a few.  While here on earth, we are paddled on every side by forces hostile to the kingdom.  These experiences do not just come our way because we are saints or sinners but because we are living in the world.  But by our nature, we do not like harsh conditions; we are always looking for a better life.  This is why when Peter found out that the supposed ghost walking on the sea was Jesus, he begged to come over to him.  He is running away from danger to safety, from poor condition to an exalted position.  He started off with joy but gripped with fear again, started sinking until he cried out: “Lord, save me”.
In today’s gospel Peter stands for every follower of Jesus.  Like believers of every time and place, he is caught between doubts and belief; he trusts but at the same time afraid.  Doubts and fears are two great enemies of the faith that affect our relationship with God very adversely.  Whenever they are present they make growth and success in the faith impossible.  Such was the case of Peter.  He trusted and was making progress but the time fear and doubt set in, he started to sink.  Peter exemplifies in this interplay the zeal that goes with functional faith – the moment it is focused on God it prospers but when focused on self or conditions, it falters.   Zeal is different from faith but when zeal is founded in faith, it moves mountain.
Again, like Peter, we come up with high aspirations but fail to see the end results.  We plan a home improvement project, gather all the supplies required and discover that we are not able to complete it.  We have to call the plumber or the carpenter to come and save us.  Or we volunteer to serve on an important committee, only to realize that we don’t have the time required to fulfill our commitment; someone else needs to be appointed to the committee to save us.  Unfortunately when the waves and winds of life enter our marriage, we begin to sink but instead of asking the one who has power to calm the waves to save our marriage, we sink into divorce.  The same happens when we get to an exalted position (like Peter walking on the sea), we feel we are lucky and can do a great deal on our new status but with time we discover we do not have all that is needed to achieve our mission.   This is why Paul warns the Corinthians: “Therefore, let him who thinks he stands, take heed lest he fall” (1 Cor 10:12).  Peter is telling us that it is one thing to want to do something or begin a journey and another thing to complete it.   What it means is that there is a limit to what we can do.  As such whenever we get to crossroads it may take not humans to save us but God.  
            Peter is a man who combined zeal with faith, but when he took off his eyes off Jesus and focused on the storm raging around him he began to sink.  He faltered in his faith because he concentrated too much on the threat of the wind and the waves and not enough on the presence of Jesus right there in front of him.   The tragedy of our time is that so many things (secularism, materialism, Therapists, etc) make us remove our gaze from Jesus.  Jesus is telling us that we can succeed only when we fight with God (Mark 4:35) but cut off from Him we can do nothing (John 15:5).
The good news today is that our being in this world is like walking on waters of success and or adversity, and the only way out is to realize to be in the Lord always.   If you are experiencing some waves and winds of instability, call on Jesus, and if you are basking in the euphoria of success and later find yourself sinking, call on him.  Peter did and was saved.  He who calmed the storm will never leave any stone unturned to answer us when invited to our situation (Ps 50:14).  God never abandons the cries of his children who sincerely call upon him.  Our problem is that at times we get consumed by wonder and surprise at our experiences and fail to cry out as Peter did. 
In this unique story about Peter, the Church wants us to realize that all of us, no matter how smart or tall or rich, need Jesus to reach out a hand and save us in moments of difficulty.  In other words, all of us are dependent upon God and the Son of God to calm the winds and the waves of our lives.  God is telling us that life is full of adventures and experiences that remind us over and over again (if our eyes are open to see them) that God alone is God, and we are totally dependent upon the Lord as our source of life and hope and strength.  And even when we are certain that God is leading us and we are acting according to his will, we dare not think we can go it alone, relying solely upon our own resources and abilities.   So, let us go from this Mass, seeking to be God’s faithful people, trusting and depending on our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, always keeping our eyes focused on the Him who is our source of life, hope, and salvation.  
 
 
