HOMILY FOR THE TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY OF THE YEAR A

 

WHO DO YOU SAY I AM

 

Ignorance they say is a disease because it leads to negative behavior while knowledge leads to positive behavior (Hosea 1:8).  When you know a person you address and treat him or her properly according to his status but when you do not, you treat him or her unprofessionally.  Throughout his earthly ministry Jesus received this kind of treatment and relationship.  He was seen and treated as an ordinary man.  The best they accorded him was to see him as a prophet like one of the prophets in history.  They did not see him as their Messiah.

            This is why at the heat of his ministry, according to the gospel passage, Jesus asked the disciples: “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”  Some say you are John the Baptist (just because Jesus preached his message without fear or compromise); some say you are Elijah (because Jesus performed miracles: healed the sick and multiplied the loaves to feed 5,000 people).  Jesus knew that the apostles too did not really know him in spite of his teachings and miracles.  He directed the second question to them: “But who do you say that I am?”  The disciples remain silent until Peter spoke up: “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”  If this bunch of ignorance surrounded Jesus’ relationship with the people and with the disciples, it means that no one gave him the proper respect and honor due to him as the Messiah.

            In like manner, a good percentage of us do not know God personally.  About fifty percent of Christians live in their First Holy Communion Catechetical level of the  knowledge of God.  This great ignorance and superficial knowledge of God is responsible for the double standard living of so many Christians today (Rev. 3:15).  There is a deplorable lack of conviction and enlightened knowledge of God amongst Christians.  This is the reason why at the slightest challenge, the Christian is toppled down and swept away by the flood of ignorance.

            Today Peter is telling us that we need to have more than intellectual knowledge of God.  We need the knowledge of God that can help us address the daily challenges of life and yet be faithful to God.  We need knowledge of God which will never lose its salt even when we meet with success, victory, fortune, luck, promotion and wealth.  We need well informed knowledge of God to stand our grounds in the midst of societal influences - worldly attractions, competitions, mysteries, occult powers and diseases - and not be moved to fear or submission.

            This knowledge, according to the gospel passage, is one which comes from knowing Jesus as Lord and Messiah (Matt 16:13-16; 211-28); the one which makes us ready to follow him in season and out of season even to the point of giving up our lives for Him.  It is the kind of conviction that made Peter in another situation to declare: “Master, to whom shall we go?  You have the message of eternal life.  We have come to believe and are convinced that you are the Holy One of God (John 6:68).

            It is through this kind of knowledge we can know God and what he wants us to do.  Just like Jesus revealed to Peter the magnitude of his mission after professing this faith in Him, so shall we become aware of our missions when our knowledge and conviction in God brings us close to Jesus.  Here he gives Peter the Power of the Keys to loose and bind those who belong to the Church whose stone he is – the Power which those who come after Peter: Popes, Bishops and Priests exercise in the Church today especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 

On the day of our baptism Jesus gives us a mission to do when he gives us the Holy Spirit.  It takes intimacy with Jesus Christ to know it and put it to work. Today some Christians have come to know the Lord on personal basis and have developed some names by which they address him.  But for you whom God is addressing today, what is Jesus in your life apart from what the Catechism teaches you?  How do you relate to him?  Do you know him or are you like Samuel who is living in God’s house but could not recognize his voice (1 Samuel 3:1ff)?  The answers to these questions are necessary if we want to have a healthy relationship with God.  This is so because many of us are yet professing the faith of our parents.  It is one thing to know George Bush as a President of our Nation and another thing to know him as a person, a friend or relation.  From afar every one calls him our God but when we come to know him personally like Peter, we make a difference.

            Let us go from this Mass and evolve a dynamic schedule of ongoing formation on God that will help us sit in council with God (Jer 23:18) through a daily reading and meditation on His word (Joshua 1:8), knowing fully well that the size of our knowledge of God is the size of our Faith, and the size of our faith is the size of our worship and obedience – which put together proves the quality of our Christian life (1 Tim 2:15-21).
