HOMILY OF THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT, YEAR A
MAKE STRAIGHT HIS PATHS

The gospel presents us with John the Baptist as the forerunner of Jesus Christ.  He came to make known the Messiah, who though was present, yet was not recognized.  Jesus was not recognized because the Jews had an idea of a Messiah who would descend suddenly from heaven in his divine power and majesty and establish his reign by destroying the enemies of Israel.   But unfortunately Jesus was born of a woman and was too ordinary and unimpressive to be noticed.   He did not fit their idea of the Messiah.

John then appeared in the wilderness to give the wake up call.  He was a blazing personality with strident voice and flashing eyes proclaiming to all who came near how rotten they were and how much they needed to repent.  He said: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths”.  With the baptism of repentance, he opened their eyes to see the Lord who had come to save them and give them hope.

In essence, what John was saying is not so much to prepare the world for the coming of the Messiah (because he was already there) but to get the world to see the Lord who stood in their midst unnoticed and to listen to the Good News that he brought.  John’s message is simple: Jesus cannot be recognized and received because the path to our life is full of roadblocks: hills, valleys and curves (crooked).

The road at stake is the heart of man.  We are to look at the specific things that keep us at distance from Christ; at least making the path of faith difficult for us to follow.  For instance, drunkenness, drugs, marijuana, lose living, cheating and unfaithfulness in marriage – constitute a crooked and rough personality.  Fighting, anger, lack forgiveness, hatred and the like make the path to relationship with God very hilly. Lying, insincerity, gossips, godlessness and prayerlessness leave us very empty and constitute valleys to be filled.  John the Baptist recommended three ways we can do this: Acknowledge your sins, Bear fruits that show repentance and do not presume your relationship.

Presuming relationship is one of the problems facing Christians today.  Most of the baptized are not converted and they are doing nothing about it.  Some think that to be baptized, confirmed and receive Holy Communion is enough for relationship, or that going to church only is okay without commitment.  The Jews did the same thing – they thought that by coming from the linage of Abraham, they would be justified by that alone.  But it is good to remind us that today God wants one-on-one relationship – not parents’ faith (Ezk 18:1-4); not friends’ faith (Matt. 25:1-13) and not even the ‘sacraments’ when receiving them is not matched with faithful dedication to the Lord (Matt 7:22-23).

Acknowledge your sins.  This is the first step in repentance, namely, honest admission of one’s sins.  This acknowledgement provokes a sense of responsibility and sorrow expressed through repentance.  It will be good to state here that Confession is not repentance.  So many make that mistake, when mention is made about repentance they think it is confession.   For John, this acknowledgement of sin which leads to repentance is to be done by cutting down our excesses due to sin, fill up the gaps in communication with God and the straightening of life through turning away from certain sins.

Bear fruit for repentance (Produce evidence).  This means that it is not enough to claim repentance without a concrete evidence of victory over sin to show for it.  For instance; I used to fight but now I am at peace with all.  This is the message of the first reading.  Here Isaiah tells us about a new world order that will be ushered in by the Messiah, and which would be characterized by reconciliation.  Reconciliation is presented here in unbelievable pictures: wolves and sheep living together in peace, calves and lion cubs feeding together and little children taking care of them all.  The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down together.  This implies that there is no kind of enmity, malice, antagonism, hatred, rancor, acrimony, divisiveness, rivalry, feud, hostility, etc. amongst men and women that cannot be resolved in the spirit of Advent.  That peace which shows itself in good friendly ties, unity, love and sharing becomes the fruit of repentance from fighting.

The focal point of today’s message is this: “If we can but yield to this call to repentance in all its ramifications, we will experience very concretely the presence of Jesus Christ, the Messiah who is already in our midst” (Mark 1:15).

