HOMILY FOR THE SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR A

GOSPEL WITHOUT COMPROMISE


The first reading tells us about the Servant of Yahweh through whom the Lord wants to make his glory known to the Nations.  In the gospel John handed the baton of his prophetic mission to Jesus and introduced him as the Lamb of God whose mission it is to take away the sins of the world.  In the second reading, Paul tells us that Christians are called to be saints.  As we begin our reflection of the humble beginning of the mission of Jesus Christ, whose baptism we celebrated last week, the readings help to introduce us to one of the responsibilities of the baptized, namely, witnessing the Faith we profess God.

In witnessing the faith today, some have constituted themselves obstacles through power tussle, false imitation of gifts and talents, greed which manifests itself in privatization of ministry, fear and compromise, segregation and lack of love. But John the Baptist, as a prophet of God who completes the cycle of prophets begun by Isaiah, preached the Good News without compromise.  He proclaimed it with boldness and said the truth even when it meant his death (john 14:4).  John is a shining example in collaborative witnessing.  He came, and from the gospel account, assumed his prophetic mission with passion for the salvation of the people.

The work of a forerunner ceases to be when the person he announces arrives.  In so many instances the forerunner may be preferred to the one being announced.  In the case of John and Jesus, so many preferred John to Jesus because of his austere life (Matt 9:14- 15), but John did not allow his popularity to constitute an obstacle to the work of the Messiah.  As the gospel tells us, he introduced Jesus as the Lamb of God and Son of God; titles that portray Jesus Christ as the Messiah.  He made the people know that he (John) is but a best man to Jesus Christ or advertising agent.  Look at the sincerity and humility with which he promoted the mission of Christ: “He must increase, I must decrease (John 3:30).


How many Christians today will be happy to hear that the person who succeeded them in office is doing better than they did?  John is an exception, and an ideal person to emulate.  We can learn a lot from John on how we can carry out our witnessing in the world of unhealthy competitions and rivalries.  He started the proclamation on the kingdom before Jesus came for the same mission, and yet John gave good testimonies and spoke of him as being better than he is.  He is an ideal saint spoken about by Paul in the second reading, who knows his mission and tries to do it well.  It is not any wonder why speaking about him Jesus said:  “There is no man born of woman who is as great as John (Matt 11:11).  So, John the Baptist is telling us that greatness is the realization of one’s mission and doing it with the belief that he or she does not constitute a whole but only a part. We are gifted differently and can complement each other with them.

Today God is looking for uncompromising believers like John the Baptist who would preach the gospel without prejudice, compromise, envy, greed, unhealthy competition and clash of positions.  A God whose care is universal is a hard sell, needing courageous unbiased servants who can preach the Good News convincingly and deliver the message with a strong finish.

