HOMILY FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER YEAR A 
DISPOSE YOURSELF TO RECEIVE HIM

After the resurrection, Jesus was busy visiting and showing himself to his disciples.  There are four of such appearances in the gospels: to Mary Magdalene at the Tomb (John 20:10-17); to disciples in the Upper Room (John 20:19-23), to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberius (John 21:3-7); and to Cleopas on his way to Emmaus as read in the gospel today.   Through these appearances, Jesus points out that he is no longer bound by space in Nazareth to reach and be reached by his people.  He can now be experienced and encountered by his children anywhere, any time.

            Judaism saw itself as a religion set aside only for the Jews, and considered all who do not belong to it as strangers, even Samaritans who shared a common boundary with them.  In this encounter at Emmaus, Jesus turned into a stranger to teach the disciples that in the new dispensation of faith, Christianity, there are no more strangers – the person who looks different from you is no more a stranger but a possible brother or sister in the faith with whom we can share love and relationship.  All you need is to share your faith experience with him or her.  Is it any wonder then why Pope John Paul II took the pains needed to break barriers to relationship, walls of division and structures of hatred and enmity to bring the world together to share the peace of Christ?

As it were, after the resurrection Jesus proves to them that he now lives and makes himself present in all types of human persons: male and female, white and black, young and old, rich and poor, catholic and protestant, Christians and Moslems.  The guiding principle is John 1:12.  “But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave the power to become children of God”.  What it means is that the door of salvation is open to all.  Though we may see those who look different from us as strangers, today’s reading tells us to begin seeing them as companions on the way to heaven.  When we reach out to them, we reach out to God and attract some blessings.

Emmaus tells us that Jesus has risen so that we can have a continuing relationship with Him – a relationship which turns the believer into a witness.  Today, the inability to share him is a sign of lack of proper experience of him.  No one gives what he does not have.  Consider how quick we share good impressions and happenings in our lives with friends.  The same is required of our relationship with the Lord.  We are to share why we are Christians (1 Peter 3:15), we are to share the moral teachings of Christ and power of Salvation to those who believe (Roman 1:16). 

  For this experience to take place, the disciples disposed themselves in some manners that made the encounter possible.  Mary made early morning visit to him at his grave (the church); In the Upper Room the disciples were at prayer; On the way to Emmaus, the disciples were engaged in Scriptural discussions.  Without these different dispositions, the encounter with the risen Lord would not have been possible.  

Similarly the risen Lord is present with us here and now in a very real way.  Soon he will make himself present at the breaking of the Bread.  He has made himself available and reachable so that we can have a continuing relationship with him.  Today he is on his way to your heart, house, school, office, business, travels and errands.  All you need is to dispose yourself to welcome him as he knocks at the door of your heart and prompts your spirit (Rev. 3:20).  And this can be done by providing time and place amidst our crowded schedules to experience him through Daily Prayers, the Mass, through works of Charity, through Visits to the Blessed Sacrament spending time with him in prayer; Reading and Meditating on the Bible, etc.  

  

  

 

