HOMILY FOR THE THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR A

YOU WILL BE FISHERS OF MEN

Last Sunday the gospel told us how John the Baptist handed his prophetic mission to Jesus.  Today’s gospel tells us that when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee and began proclaiming the Good News of the Kingdom from where John stopped.  It further states how Jesus, by his proclamation, fulfilled the Prophesy of Isaiah concerning the transformation of the lands of Zebulon and Naphtali.  In this prophetic mission, Jesus gave hope to the discouraged, light to those in darkness and liberation to those living in fear and bondage of sin.  He then called some young men to be with him and join him spread the message.  
Before Jesus began his mission, the kingdoms of the world wielded their powers over God’s people.  God’s people were subjected to unbearable sufferings and humiliation under the cruel reign of godless rulers from Babylonia, Persia, Greece, Syria and Rome.  It was to save humanity from the clutches of human kingdom that Jesus came preaching the Good News of the Kingdom of God – the Kingdom of peace, love and justice in which God’s salvation is possible to all. “This is the time of fulfillment.  The kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent and believe in the gospel (Mark 1:14-15).
We too are living in a world and in a time where the evil influences of human kingdom and power are at work.  Today, in spite of civilization and the growth of religions, our people are in need of salvation much more than before.  The darkness and enslavements that engulfed Zebulon and Naphtali are today found in the back-streets and alleys of our cities festering with prostitution, drug and crime.  It is found in the ivory tower of the corporate establishment where the destinies of half of the world are decided without any attention to their interests and welfare.  It is found among our youths who have become slaves of their body; become amoral through pornography, give in to strong drinks, make up the highest population in the prisons, psychiatry and infested with HIV/AIDS.   Statistics show that only 3% of all lost people come to church on their own.  So by doing a little math, it means that 97% of lost people are out there, lost, helpless, powerless, condemned, and alienated from God unless we go where they are and reach out to them.

The situation will be worse unless we see ourselves called like the disciples in today’s gospel to be fishers of men – to help people to accept the kingdom.  As the New Catechism puts it, “The true apostle is on the lookout for occasions of announcing Christ by word, either to unbelievers … or to the faithful.” (CCC, 905).  What we must know is that the mandate to preach is not only given to the biblical people, the mandate is also given to all the baptized.  We may not be called to leave our career and take up the work of evangelization.  But we may be called to use our profession as a means of service to God.  God invites us to bring the Good News to unimaginable places and “impossible” situations.  What the Church is telling us is that no matter our career, we can through witness of life change the world.   The four simple apostles illustrate how the world can be changed by ordinary people.  You may have no outstanding talents, you may have neither the gift of organization nor the power of oratory --- but because Christ has entered into your lives, it makes all the difference. 
“I will make you fishers of men” is a strong promise by our Lord.  So, one thing we must understand is that it is God who does the work.   All we need do is to first of all feed on the power of the word and then make ourselves available for the work.  When the disciples made themselves available, in spite of their level of education, the kingdom of God began to advance forcefully in the hearts of people.  They were able to wake up the souls of those in deep sleep of despair and hopelessness.   If we too can act out of compassion rather than indifference, out of understanding rather than disdain, out of kindness rather than selfishness, we will indeed bring about the fullness of the kingdom of God through personal conversion and that of others.  
 

