4TH SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR A

CONVERSION THAT LEADS TO EXPERIENCE

           We have just listened to a narrative that many of us refer to simply as “The man born blind”.   Here John recounts how one man’s encounter with Jesus led to his healing and brought out the dark sides of the Pharisees that called for conversion.  I will like to go about this man’s healing from the point of view of its effects on the community.   Suffice it to say that when he encountered Jesus he became whole physically and spiritually.  At this instance the community of the learned Pharisees, who knew too much about God but lacked conversion, was greatly disturbed.  The story then becomes an unfolding of the problems that are normally associated with knowing God without conversion.

            Paradoxically, this community is the reason for the story.  As it were, the learned Pharisees can be said to be blind in that they do not recognize their sins.  In most of his teachings, Jesus called the learned Pharisees blind guides (Mat 23).  The idea that Jesus intended this story for them can be seen in these last lines of the story: “Jesus said, ” I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become blind.”  Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?”  Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin.  But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” (John 9: 39-41).  Jesus is like saying here,  “You are blind and claim to see, and because you cannot recognize your blindness and be converted, your sin remains”.  Their blindness is also manifest in their blind arguments in the passage.  When a Christian is thus blinded, he begins to live a life of contradiction and double standard of living as was the case of the Pharisees.

The story further tells us how the power of the word of Jesus provokes crisis among the people, and the same happens to us today when we hear it.  The word of God always provokes conflicts in us between given up sin and its joy and accepting Jesus Christ and the grace of obedience.  If this crisis does not lead to conversion, it produces in the person hardness of heart, blind argument and outward religiosity.  This was the case of the learned Pharisees.

What Jesus wants to tell us here is that sin constitutes blindness because it blocks the light of reason and hides its consequences from the sinner lest he repents and be saved.    It is those who are blinded by sin and living in darkness that Jesus presents himself today as the Light of the world.  He is the way out of the darkness of sin.  This is a lesson for so many who think that knowing God is measured by prayer or quoting of the Bible. Like Samuel (1 Samuel 3), you can be in the house of God and yet fail to understand the voice of God because it takes conversion to experience God. 

            A story can help us here.   A certain man (John) who used to live a life of gambling and drinking got converted to Christ.  His friends, who used to hang out with him, tried to taste him, saying: “Surely a sensible man like you cannot believe in the miracles that the Bible talks about.  You cannot, for instance, believe that this Jesus of yours turned water into wine.  In his reply John said, “Whether he turned water into wine or not I do not know, but in my own house I have seen him turn beer into furniture.”  I used to sit and sleep on bottles of beer but now I sit and sleep on furniture.  The strongest witnessing comes from the practical difference conversion makes in people’s lives.  As a matter of fact, witnessing which is a response to conversion begins with a testimony of experience.   The experience is not about a body of knowledge or books but the person of Jesus Christ who brings this about in the one who believes and is converted. 

 

Again, true conversion provokes worship.  The moment the blind man confessed belief in Jesus, he worshiped him (John 9:38).   In effect Jesus is telling us that those who know Him but cannot provide to worship him are yet to experience him truly.   Satan too knows God but worships him not.  Worship then is the thing which makes the difference in our relationship with God.    Belief begets worship.  It is only through your belief shown in good living that will let people see the truth of your faith and make visible the works of God (John 9:3)

As a pilgrim church we are a community in constant conflicts as we struggle to come to a deeper faith in our understanding of God.  Today the church invites us to seek to allow these conflicts to help us experience conversion encounter with Jesus Christ, as did the blind man.  Let us therefore recognize the Pharisees in our lives both individually and as a community and break with them.
