HOMILY FOR THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT, YEAR A

JESUS THE LIFE GIVER

          Death is the greatest generator of hopelessness among humans.  When someone dear to us dies, it crushes our spirit because we know there is no chance of recovery.  Today’s readings tell us how in Jesus Christ, the life-giver, the hopelessness of death is overcome.  In these readings, death is used to describe either the absence of life through physical death or absence of life through spiritual death.  


In the first reading God pictures the exile of the Israelites from their homeland to Babylon as living in bondage of sin.   In the second reading, Paul tells us that when sin cuts us off from God, we lose our spiritual life and become dead spiritually.  But with the presence of God’s Spirit living in us, who raised Jesus from the dead, we have hope that we will be redeemed.  In the gospel, Jesus restores life to Lazarus who is dead for four days.  When Lazarus died, his family was wild with worry, but not hopeless.  Martha said: “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, He will give you.”  As the life and resurrection of those who believe in him, Jesus calls Lazarus from the tomb to life.


The Good News today is that Jesus gives life to all who are dead physically or spiritually.  This way he restores hope to believers.   For most of us death is about the worst thing we can imagine for ourselves and for those we love.  The thought of it is enough to make us freak out.  But by raising Lazarus to life after physical death and through his own resurrection, Jesus tells us that in him, death is not an end but a transition.  As he puts, “I am the way, the truth and the life” (Jon 14:6).  Resurrection awaits believers, and the sign that we will be raised is that the Spirit who raised Jesus is living in us (Rom 8:11).  This is what we celebrate in Lent: that in his death our death is destroyed, and in his resurrection, our eternal life is assured.  This fact gives hope and makes life meaningful.


Another Good News today is that Jesus gives life to those who are dead in sin.  In the gospel John 10:10 he said; “I have come that they may have life and have it in abundance”. The Bible metaphorically likens the sinner to someone dead and in need of resurrection.  For instance, in the first reading, sin led the Israelites to Babylon and swallowed them up through various sufferings.  But in his loving kindness, God promises to forgive and bring them back.  What the church is telling us today is that sin has power to kill and destroy (Jn 10:10b).  When sin cuts one off from God, the life giver, the person becomes a living dead (John 15:5).  This is what Paul means when he says that the wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23).  Demonstrating the impact of sin in the prodigal son, the father said to his elder son; “But now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your brother was dead and has come to life again; he was lost and has been found.” (Luke 15:32).


One of the characteristics of death is silence, and this shows itself in the sinner through so many ways – when a person becomes insensitive to wrongdoing or to the consequences of sin; or not doing anything to stop sin – the person is a living dead.  Look at those who have been swallowed up by drugs and alcohol.  Are they living?  We are dead in sin when our sinful life makes us stuck, or feel that our sins cannot be forgiven, when shame cannot allow us confess our sins, or cannot confess our sins for fear of sinning again.   These obstacles, when allowed to prevail, constitute a covering over us like a grave.

Today Jesus is calling us to acknowledge our death to sin, invite him like Martha did to be raised to the life of grace, so that he would remove the stone covering our eyes and give us life through forgiveness.  This is why we have penance service come this Tuesday.  Hope you would avail yourself the opportunity to be reconcile to God.  
