HOMILY FOR THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD

Epiphany is the celebration of the revelation of Jesus to Jews and Gentiles as the Savior of the world.  It celebrates the same reality as Christmas (that the invisible God took on a human nature and became visible) but with different emphasis.  While Christmas emphasizes that God became man, Epiphany emphasizes the glory of the God-man to the world.  While God revealed himself to the Jews through Abraham, it is through the Magi from the East that he revealed himself to the Gentile Nations.  

Before this time, God was known only as the God of the Jews while the rest of humanity who did not profess belief in God were seen as Pagans.  But this is not how God has planned it.  After all he did not only create the Jews but the whole world and people in it.  He only used the Jews to begin the revelation of himself intending to extend it to the others through them.  As the history of salvation unfolds, God spoke through the prophets about his intention to bring the world to know him as their God through the Israelites.  The words of the Psalmist in today’s Mass are a confirmation of this divine plan.  
As part of Epiphany, during his earthly ministry, Jesus served both the Jews and Gentiles.  After his ascension, he used Cornelius to teach Peter that salvation is not for the Jews only but also for the Gentiles.  Baffled by this experience, Peter exclaimed: “In truth, I see that God shows no partiality.  Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts uprightly is acceptable to him” (Acts 10:34-35).   It is this revelation that Paul speaks about in the second reading today as an event that made the Gentiles coheirs and copartners with the Jews in promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel (Eph 3:6).  Through these sheds of manifestations, God brought all the Nations to come to know Him as their God.

Considering how people first came to know that the son of God was born, we will believe there is something spectacular about Jesus in regard to the other Religions.  The shepherds who were regarded as unclean and could not take part in Temple worship without undergoing purification came to know through a direct vision of the angels.  The Magi knew through a reading of the stars.  King Herod’s scribes came to know through searching the scriptures.  Does this mean that any religious tradition is just as good as the other?  No, far be it!  Notice how Matthew indicates that when the guiding star got to Jerusalem its light failed and the Magi had to consult the scriptures to direct them to Bethlehem. Over and above the natural light of the star the Magi still needed the supernatural light of scripture to finally get to Jesus.

As a matter of fact, the crucial question in the story remains: Who actually got to find Jesus?  Herod and his scribes who had the Scriptures failed to find Jesus but the Magi who followed the natural light of the stars were able to find him. Why? Because the Jewish authorities, even though they possessed the shining truth of revealed Scriptures, did not follow it.  They did not walk in the light of the Scriptures. The Magi, on the other hand, who enjoyed only a star light, followed its guidance.  Here we learn that it is not the possession of the truth that matters, but how prepared we are to walk in the light of the truth that we possess.  It is better to have the dim light of the stars and follow it than to have the bright light of the Holy Scriptures and neglect it.
The Epiphany then challenges our devotion and profession of our faith as it reveals to us today the superiority of our Christian religion and the kingship and Lordship of Jesus Christ.  It teaches us that we will not be saved because we possess the truth but because we live out the truth we possess.  Nature worshippers or non-believers who are sincerely committed to following the dim light of natural reason may arrive at Jesus before Christians who have the exalted truths revealed by God but who do not walk the walk of faith may miss out. This is the challenging truth we celebrate today in the story of the pagan wise men that seek and find the Lord.  So, while we must hold to that which we believe in and profess, we must not look down or trodden underfoot those who do not profess our Christian Religion.  This calls for tolerance and patient listening as we pray for God’s continued revelation of himself to us for sound faith.   
