HOMILY FOR THE GOOD FRIDAY OF 2008

’TIS FOR YOUR SAKE

            As you can see, it is not easy to proclaim today’s homily because of the many scenarios involved in the readings.   At the same time, if we leave it for you to reflect on your own, you might misread the significance like little Joe.  Little Joe is a third grade pupil who was failing all his Exams in the public school until his parents decided to send him to a catholic school.  At the end of the year Joe came out on top of the class.  When his parents asked what made him change so dramatically Joe replied, “You see, the moment I walked into that new school and saw that guy hanging on the cross, I knew that the people here were damn serious; so I decided not to take any chances.”

Yes, the crucifix helped Joe to improve his scores but he misread the significance. The man on the cross is not there to scare the boys but to show them what sin can do – the reign and power of sin.  The story of the suffering and death of Jesus on Good Friday is the story of the triumph of falsity over truth, of injustice over justice, of evil over goodness, of hatred over love and of death over life.  Jesus was falsely charged of crimes he did not commit, and unjustly sentenced to a death he did not deserve.  It is a story of betrayal and lies, dishonesty and meanness, unfaithfulness and wicked violence directed against an innocent and apparently helpless victim.  The greatest agony here is that Jesus came to save sinners but was overcome by the power of their sins.  This is what makes this passion very awful and heartbreaking.   This is why the only way to show sorrow that comes from love is to hate sin in all its forms – venial and mortal. 
          The man on the cross is not there to scare the boys but to show them how much he paid as a penalty for their sins.  The crucifix is a demonstration of Jesus’ willingness to save humanity as well as his faithfulness to God.  He could have run from the garden of Gethsemane when he saw the cruelty of his passion and prayed that it be taken away from him or speak up to defend himself before Pilate.  He obediently gave in to the processes involved in achieving this mission – mocked, scourged, marched with the cross of his crucifixion, nailed alive and died for our sake.  This is why he said to Peter; “Put your sword back into its sheath, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.  Do you think that I cannot call upon my Father and he will not provide me at this moment with more than twelve legions of angels?  But how would the scriptures be fulfilled which say that it must come to pass in this way? (Matt:32-34).  The agony here is that he was made helpless by his mission, who is All-powerful.  He had power to defend himself but could not exercise it.  This is indeed agonizing!  The implication is that we should be ready and willing to accept the odds that confront the attainment of our missions.  Another message here is that love entails some sacrifices and accepts inconveniences.  It is more than mere promises to stand by you (as Peter did and most lovers do); more than kisses and embraces, more than eating and drinking.  It is laying down one’s life as Jesus did: “Greater love has no one than this that one lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:13).

This is why the greatest response to this great love of Jesus for humanity is gratitude.  Gratitude here will make us identify with the many ways we keep his memory alive: Mass, Stations of the Cross, Adoration of the Eucharist, wearing of the cross not as ornaments to decorate ourselves but as ways of living out the cross in our daily lives.  Gratitude that will make us to bear witness to Jesus and not be weighed down by opposition, false rumors, threat of blackmail, denial of rights and privileges

It is in grateful consideration of this heroic sacrifice of the Lord that the Church profoundly and solemnly worships the cross this evening.  Just as heroic men and women kiss their victory belts, guns and cups after victorious achievements, today believers in Jesus Christ kiss the Cross of the Lord this night with devotion as our instrument of victory over sin, death and the vicissitudes of life.   

            Today let us kiss the cross, not like a piece of wood but as an embrace of appreciation of the work of salvation done on the cross by Jesus Christ us all.

