HOMILY FOR PALM SUNDAY OF YEAR A

WHY THIS EXTRAVAGANCE?

           We have reached the last stage of our 40-day long Lenten Journey.  Palm Sunday, which we celebrate today, inaugurates the Holy Week of the Passion, Death and Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is never easy to begin a homily after listening to the Lord’s Passion because not the many scenarios involved in the readings.

 In the first gospel, Jesus sets out for a journey; a triumphal entry amidst pump and pageantry of a whole city stirred to its depths and people cheering wildly, but in the second gospel, Jesus is betrayed and handed over to brutes, and completes his kingly entry to Jerusalem dressed in a royal robe of mockery and a crown of pain.  Jesus begins like a hero and ends like an object of ridicule.  Before you know it the reads conclude with these words: “Jesus gave a loud cry and gave up his spirit”.

The story of the passion of Jesus is basically a story of this love of God for us.  As a matter of fact, Holy Week portrays the magnitude of God’s love for us.   As Jesus puts it in John 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends”.   At the appointed time Jesus did lay his life for us by dying on the Cross.  What an extravagant love? 

What do we make of this potent mixture of such extremes of the God who comes to us in glory and the God who falls victim to the worst in human nature?  The answer that Paul gives us in his letter to the Philippians reinforces this paradox.  Christ empties himself, humbles himself, and takes on a human likeness, even to the point of a shameful death, to reveal the extremity of God’s love for human beings.    Salvation is not always what it seems, and divinity doesn’t always announce itself with a golden robe.

            Love as we all know moves people to do things which outsiders consider crazy, even scandalous.  For instance, John went into debt so he could buy his daughter a beautiful wedding dress.  The daughter could have married in a simpler garment and would have been just as pretty, but that is not the way love thinks.  So it is with God.  God loves the world that he does not consider what it takes him to save the world and people in it.  When we look at the world God created, it becomes evident he does things in an extravagant scale. 

            How do we respond to this great act of love we celebrate today?  We cannot but respond with gratitude.   The kind of gratitude that will make us hate sin which caused him his life.  The kind that will make us take seriously the Holy Thursday as the celebration of God’s way of love and turn around to be of service to our neighbor, and devote time to watch with him in prayer with worship and adoration (Mark 14:32-42).  It is the kind of gratitude that will provoke us to celebrate the Good Friday with solemn meditation on the ingredients (agony, scourging, carrying of cross, falling three times, bleeding and death) with which Jesus prepared the banquet that brings us Salvation, and resolve to work to alleviate the sufferings of the people; celebrate the Holy Saturday with a resolution to break with sin and begin a new life in the spirit of Easter (Col. 3:1ff).

            This week the Church invites you to behold and experience the extravagance of God’s personal love for you, and ask him in what way you are to pour yourself out in response to his grace. 

